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working in tandem and
making a mark with their
diverse perspective to
design and architecture:
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ARCHITECTURAL
MILESTONES 2022

AS THE NEW YEAR BEGINS, IT IS TIME TO LOOK BACK
AT SOME KEY ARCHITECTURAL MILESTONES THAT
DEFINED 2022. BE IT METAVERSE, SMART HOMES, OR
SOLAR POWERED ARCHITECTURE, THERE IS AN EVIDENT
INCLINATION TOWARDS FUTURISTIC TECH AND THIS

SHIFT IS DEFINITELY HERE TO STAY.
BY BINDU GOPAL RAO

ARCIETECT osd INTERICES INDUA | JANUARY 2023 | s ipciancir

ARCHITECTURAL MILESTONES

The yeur 222 had wversl new viats
for the rchitecre A0d RBEFION KpIcE,
ven as the industry triod 10 come ot of
the shadews of the pandersic. From the
mctaverse % smart bulldings and wre,
There wene many defining Jspets tut
shaped the bndustry . Experts weigh in.

METAVERSE

A brvab thasogh n denign boundanes has
Fesalied In 4 cdean, Amost Menumental scale
space that is ercasend by inalined surfaces
e and printed out of

spoce of NOOR Anchitedts
the very fiest anchibecture

desiggn stuntio from Ieaia (and smongat @
few ghobually) to venturs inmo the Mstaverse
The space b also open for commissins for
clients wishing to budd in the Metaverus
The studio as developed 2 range of

ron fungible tokems (NFTa) b0 b sold v
et visitors with digital crypio armency
Noos Dasmerh Sngh, Founder & Frincipal
Arvhitect, NOOR Architects Comsuiltants
says, “Ous practice studion i the Metaverse

are a matural evtension of our decade leng
studio n Chandigarh, The metiverse
emvurages and allews for the creation
compilation and peeerstion of 3 npository
i isfeas which may mot be fully realisable i
material reality 3¢ of now, bt are Wkely o
push the beandaries of desigt and baikding
cventricton tachasquen. It o highly Ekoly
That e exiienor of these ideas would lead
Yo e gincering olutions tat would sllow
Sex their construction in material reakty 5
the wery noar futwre.”

PRIFABRICATION

Madular constnaction 3¢ 3 astainsble
and efficeent shemative t conventional meiaannn o gty
buiding methods is making innoads using

pretabeication technclogy. Sidhantta

Tabwas, Principal at Stucdio Lotis, sy "I . .

sday’s fast paced world. it hs become Pricpe, ‘avibe Lot
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nperative soc srvhitects

casdec demgn terventions

that guaranioe speod. quality. and cost control but are

this conlest that prefahescation presents iself a1 & powible
aliemative. It prewnts & precise waste free methol

o comatructon by sotting Axgeehes pre-ongnecred
companests manatactuned off site. making it incredibly

e efficient. Apart froen this, preengiewend shthon

AT 410 cont effciont. miniming waste on site ” This
anodular practioe ensures a high degre of kxalisation,
Nenidiny, and rvonbigaration. ofering 3n mnos sthve
WAULII 10 the ofen Cumbersome, sow Processes of
conventionsl natmction. Prefabrication sho peovides
Inddia with the rare sdvantage of developang & ystem that
Iy with our vast largrly urapped repositary of
artisanal skillsets

3D PRINTED ARCHITECTURE

30 prinjed constriction demonstrates the pofential of

A tast growing techaclogy capable of redefining and
pushing the liwits of conventional srchisectune “As

this techrique emenges & a visbie solution in te AEC
induciry, its populaeity is eapidly incavicing Bocides beieg
o fasder abemnatve and avadabie with lower (onsTucTon
couts, it cam ako provide housing selutines and allow
coustiess desiga possibulities, among many other benetits
Thus, a2 architects, we st adapt ko & sew techsologial
ora. where dfficency has heoome a key factor in design
and exevution The rise of 30 pristing shows coormes
promice in e industry 3t helpe remagine busilding
CONSITUCLIOD WEROUE Hmiting an architecT's Creativity.
This opens the possibilitios of architecturally imevative
structures that caa come 10 lide in less time and efficency
I cvestruction compazed te eonventional meods. As
architcts and planaces anoeed the world f2ce begh
times of uncertataty, Labous and houstng shortages, o
other indusiry dhallengon, 3O printing is et to changy
building planning and execution.” says Hasdesh Chawia,

Owner. Fssntis Enviconments The mnereasd vishility
Productivity, asd opamisation of the tafiding proces

can ot caly aflor officiort housleg selations but can alko
DRCOME AN ANSWET 00 MO sestainabie comtnaton,

SOLAR POWERED
Dopite the wide diversity of wrailable solar iechobigios,
solar erergy systems are stil] not considerad mainstream
10 budlaliong practice. This may be amnbuted 1 several
factons, assch 3¢ Lack of awaraness and Enowladge, lack
of tecls supporting the design provess, and lick of scar

ducts desigmed for building £neha Gurjar,
Dirctor. CEM Erginevrs. says. “The most common use
ol solar power b the production of eletricity through
phetovaliaic panals ceganised in farms or placed on
the rouds of busidings. Ofen sEPPed 03L0 1000s as an
afterthought, solar panels have an ursightly repatation,
Bt that's begnning o chasge as bullidng desigrers
expesiment with creative ways v iscorpurate thew
mini enerzy fames intobaildings. Architects have been
focusing oo bowering encegy loads for bulltings’ Uighting,
ventilation, hasting, 3nd rooling for 3 bayg time. With
he evolution of lachnalogy, I'V systems are dooming
mrwve cffiient and affordable. In sdd tion, developavents
soch as tnnspanent PV glass create maore archinvtural
opportatics for lntegration.”

MULTIFUNCTIONAL SPACES
Homes have always mals-tasked to sccommodate the
diverse pends of ts ishabitarts. However, inthe post-
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pandemmic world, homes aneexpec Ay host t6

nd functions o o day-lodey basis

i & dedicated mannce ~As werk fram home contimues

the gym and embertasunent

challengen. chwets are ke

Susde dredicatesd b

w etfxes, K3 esverialnTet

heir homes. Todey

med

tion MR, i, i

vt bomeow o undersiand the bnportance of having 4

multi-fanctional home, They ace trying & add all features
Wt thery el
g sl Architects and desigaers too are educating
sbout
the communication charmel open with the client and

st for thern at the of oo

the pew rvpuinements. 1t is all Abost having

platiiing the changing owncept of bome, The designiing
mtea of “utility first and
ot clear an b what they

of 3 hormw st follow thy

vanity later”. Often, cliem

want. fhey may st ox y reforonce

p weith wime

et cienl's
Hoes. Th
al level, the vanity

phctures, It i U t0 the denigwes to sy
Ufentyle and rocormrmend the best
Do Mt frst work Bt Ehe (Ut
faeh
Kapoor, Feunder & Inferior Designer, Desiggn Dvconstruct

Wikether it in mbding o completely sproked out gy

¢ be Brought in at any sage later,” rays Rishalsh

full. Aedgend home office, 3 yogs and meditabon space, o
adding these foatures % exksting rocerm, they are thinking

reativedy and smartly towands it

SMART HOMES

The extensive advancement in technology has evolved cur
festyles In mwre ways than we would have anticlpated
ondy i » few ywars agn, “Starfing from intemetensdbed

Do Eghting, preset st condition

% contrel modes by

e gnition and operating switches through cur
phoses, technology i erabling us 10 not only sare power
but abso save time. In most cases where children canbe
forgtiul. when an elderly person cannot walk a distase,
o owe i rumning late for work in the morsisg rush
henrs - accessing our hermes o fhe go has enhanand our
and made it & kot more efficient considering the
e today's generation thrives on. Bringing in
the bright morming rays with sutomated blinds, having
prehested baths befose getting bome after along day at
ks to secure rooms and homes ané video

avelling, the woeki has reached
sew heights of a digital adaption of  lifesty'e and this
s ety the beginming,~ savs Arpita Subbatah, Head of
Dusign, Carafina Intecior Designens - Indie. 38

when

HOSPITALS SAFE |

MATERIALS AND PROD
IN HOSPITAL INTERIOR
BE NOT ONLY FUNCTIO

UCTS USED\  /
SNEED T0
1AL BUT

AL'SO SERVE THE PURPOSE WITHI
OE THAT IS GEARED TOWARD

HELPING PEOPLE |

O
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o healthcare setiings, the exposed wails, haltway,
ard stairw ay s arc uftan prone to sumenadoes.
contact with people. Hence. architects and interior
PrOJUCT Companies st Gesign these 3paces
Locping these considerations i mind

RIORS

TRE TALE

A hoepital is 3 arique ecosystem and thene is 2 range of
products spevially desigred for various e iommenty
within the hocpital Onewthod’s Anti Scatic tiles are budlt
for places ke MEI rocens, operation Shestres and more
where an electric spark can trigger harm. These tihes
conduct any static electricity generated to the ground.
preventing potentially dengorow detsic sparka, shodks
and malfunctoning of wnwtive elevtonic aquipment
“Our Scratch-Free Forever Tikes are grest for corridon
and rivers. These tikes will withstand high feot traffc.
spills and the moving of Beavy obicts such s heds and
furnituse Avoiding scratches reduces fhe probability of
eating heanding grounds ke pathogens. They ane stas
reshstant and casy t chean. On speckal soquesss, we can
make these Soratch Frowe Tikes Corm Froe oo This meduces.
the dependence on Biaman operanors and keeps sutfaces
chan even Setveeen ceaning e, bemades wpplonentng
ther efoets and keeping even the difficult-lo-readh places
chean and e free. Ous Antiviral tiles resarict the sprasd
ol vinses on the curtace and kill mone than 9 per cent of

FOCUS STORY HOSPITAL INT!

ARCHITECT ond SNIERICKS INDIA { JANUARY 2023 | w10 et cir e corn

he viruses in two houss. They ane made 1o remain safe and
germ froe even between cleoniag cyces us e sprosd
faster through multiple skinsurfaos contacdts ™ says Alok
Agarwal, Chief Marketing Officer, Orientbel! Thes.

FURNITURE FIX
REHAU, a Gesman-based brand, has emerged 36 8 top
provider in the fumniture mark et with s wellexpanded
PROduct portolio, enginee ing Innuvaton, robus: devel-
opmental capabsilities and decentralised rakes and tervics.
Within the tange of oar products, the most compativle
and urban floocing selution for hespitals is ROVT (Rigid
Core Vinyl Tie) under the brand rame KAUFLOOK
Newsen, which crsures prowytzoe fuon scretdhesand
dirt and contains chemical contammnants for easy clean-
ing, Hospitals experiency heavy footiall and by iastalling 4
ROVT Booring seletion, it can protect itself from daily wear
20d tese 25 the coaed ayers make the Boorieg walerpioot
snd durable. Flooring solutions bk ROVT are anti-alip in
e a0d 106 antshacteeal feanines prvert e growth
s on the fovr which evensually ensures health and
Bygiene,” says Manich Arora, VP - Fumure Sohetions,
KEHAU South Asia. He adds, “CLaddings are one of the
et auitable proshacts for haspitale aa they enhance the
aesthetic of the exterior wally and give a pesitive impres.
sions o the customers while being ger-proof. Claddings
are alwe firenesistant. thus providing extra protection t
Dusildiog from any undoieeen sEuasons. Alw, exierion

wall claddings hawe an average be pan of 2038 yars
0 are comsidered easy 10 chean and reainian which make

Ve appripriste sl

« foe places Bl howpitals

FLOORING SOLUTIONS
w purdy matunal matorl
safer for health purposes. “Unlike other oo

g Options

like Tikes or Quarts that are artificial and factory-made.

and mads mosily from Cwmical comporents ad awviron-
mentally hazandous foregs substances. marhle i 3 natural
material thatoffers a nataral and roe-sonk sarface thae

is afor for health. Marble comtains antibacterial proper

ties that ke the surface naturally resstant 1o bacteris
compared to other similar muteral ued for fooving
Addtiorally, 1nday. special treatments ace available that
wan be used 10 erihance the antituctesial properties of
marble to make it practically bacteria free,” saye Rabul
Muheshwart, Disectoe, Mastiie Centre Interutional (VCI).
Clansic Marble Company (CMC) has launched 3 collection
of KalingaStare veined quarts recently. Quarts siabs ave
1ouggh and neerposous and sinee hospitals b heavy
fretfall 2 well as mavernents of stroacher tolleys, quarts

1s Bighly sulted for the traffic a bospitals, KatingaStare:
marble is anather dhaice. 1t s ot just seethetiolly plssing
10 itteriors 1 hOSPIIAS but s Al Conversent for daidy
Ui s the products sre lom porous, hard, and easy to
makntain “Microban sibver on bachnology is the Latest an-
tbacterial measure introduced by CMC, making i the fisst
company 10 kaunch this tachnology in India. CMC trested
Quanrtz slabs have Microban sbiver won sedhinology Ml inte
theen during the manufacturing peocess. 1t kil bacterial
srowth on the surtace of the product by up to 99 peroent
and reduces the risk of becierial cross~contamination on the
surface of the treatd product.* says Amit Shah, Managing
Dinxtor, Classic Maibie Compasy

/i

simniing

SANITARY CONCERNS

Clusning the idoal sasitary ware and fiieg for any
rzaniation 1 3 mater of ssfety and etfwecy in sdd e
0 desierics. Sasitary ware bs e essential itern In every -a

FOCUS STORY HOSPITAL INTERIORS

bospital. “We havealong
history of collabeesting with
architects and designess o
develop the praciical needs
of hoputal anitary equip-
ment. Consequently, we
ave created ard polished
goods for the healthcare
secion that are appleable in
2varety of applications and
et heathare require
ments. Ovur touch. feee prod
wcteange has great hygienic
feanures due 1o its mmouth
appeatance and functioning
Whes chooinng prociicts foe

hospitale, hygiene abvays

O teOrnca (Om | SANUARY 2023 | ASCHITECT oed INTERIORS INDIA
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mutbers Soemetimes, it con b dhalicnging o firad the right
linical sink_ the hest valves. o even the most sddevuste
Janttorial wnts. When hevping safe and dean s 2 priory
we cfter the shudute best. withenst exception Our tousch

free range b the future of hygiene and gves a revvlution
ary e wiry 1t lote yous Blush with & simple weve of the
NaNd. ensunIng Biat the batheoom stays completely grrm
nd bactenia five,” says Sudhanshe Pokdrryal, Chief v
tive Officer, Bath & Tidss, Hindware Limited

CLADDING MATTERS

10 Inpat e W other lscuntiies, e bealit e sty
foxuies mary i hygheme standasds ko rreare that the meds
of spreading bacteria are minimul. More than e tonaiity
of nerior decor. it foxuses on products that help i e
Pring expersences and providing comion ko the patients
and {amilis whvs ocoupy e srvar “The rew sacrics 36
ant produts that are Used i hosgtabs in trrms of Sootieg.
fusmiture, walls are focused largrly on comfurt aad easing
anistim, s wrell s thomacic deugne, ditfervnt Lyouts. and

I‘ﬁg

berter vsibence wr high traffic and ertanond availatiility,
are showly making thew way into bl seet

. o
4 plavsible aiternative to comvantional matenals. “With
wegands o furmiture, the twe prinary cossaberations peril
nent in heulthcare sestings incl cting 7
stery that are ot suscepiible to afretion tr:
wevomd is the fixing sttribotes. For indanae, fixing the
108 10 the eouch vis magts frstead of stltchiig afows
Sow 3 Wigher digrew of oporabibiy, eleanability and hencw
stertty. The primary criteria towards product sebection

in hespitals ks driven by factors mich as infection centrol
which includes high degree of cleanabity, resstance to
Sente, abrasioe, snd cleirity, e Further aosiderations
include shstaising from fsishes which are VOC-emiting
e reine frivgaen maintenance,” says Kavideep Singh
Associate Dievctar, Creative Designes Anchitacts. There is 4

nh.

#ase Of Use. When 8 building biends into its
A sppear more webming o visitors. To dimnate disting
Doundaries and create tree-Bowing movemnent, the bulld-
ing's shape and colous should match its surroundings.
Greenlam Clads offers revalationary clsdding solutions

fon interior suriacing panels that ave desigaed o withstand
harsh anditions with s Ttk muintenance s powcble
Alotig with vur interior cladding, eur laninutes come with
» multitude of features Lhe fire retardancy. messture e
sistance, asthocierial, antifungal, and sntiviral properties,
assuring a healthy aod a protected lifestyle.” szys Parul
Mital, Director, Greenlam Industres.

DESIGN DETAIL
Keoent tnnovation in maserial sechnology such 2 double:
charged and full body tiles, and even Viayl, which offer

ARCHITECT ond INTERIORS INDIA | JANUARY 2023 | swonctsieciancintenorsonta oo

ofp s i product/
material sdection, which havw shown 1o render positive
ETDOCTS 0 terms of endanding patiert experience and
wovery rates. Levesaging colour theory through innovar
tions in materials, such o in I'VC, sllows curating the right
Lisd of healthcare enviranasents from s cogitive stand-
pont m

WIBSITES

¢ Onentbedl Tiles: www onentbell com

* Greenlam Industric=. wiww. greenlamindustiics.com
Hindweare Lisvited: www Aiadwans. com

* Classic Marble Company: wiy v classicmarble cum
o Marble Contre Internations] waew marblecentre in
.

KEHAU: www. achau.comiin-en
Croative Designer Architects: www.cdaardvtects in

HEIMTEXTIL 2023

MESSE FRANKFURT'S HEIMTEXTIL IS ALL SET TO PRESENT A
GLOBAL RANGE OF PRODUCT INNOVATIONS IN TEXTILE DESIGN

O urmorrwineaal ade for fer e and

contract tevtles from [amsany 10 10 14

2023, Ar the beading ghobal trade fabe, b alw

maps market changes with s focus themes

m laeror, Axchitture, Hospitalay, the
ringe of procacts for infwror devkgness and hospitality
exprrty, ad on the megateds of sessinabstity and hratthy
- 4nd s e msd iangrortant trend platfarm foe wertile
maornials and textie dosign

Asa ghobal ardering platfomn, Henmtons! crostes gl

nerve contacts and delivers valaable content for knowledgs
hugyy tontile profosionals - with ruserms ks, spe
cal peesentatons and guided ours [t prsents an industry
mevting phace fr ectadden, winkowslen, desigren, funitse

And bedebang steres, interiar decoraton, maerior architects,
archilects, and many ofher e

ench your. The bir sang frm devorative snd fumitane
fubyrics %o textiles & the bedoce, bathroom and table, wall-
poper
Trends provides you with a giobally tmique trend foreast
and an instght into the populr design topics

and ran prvtecion sysooe. A visit 30 the Heiseati

‘GUIDED TOURS, LECTURES AND LIERARY ON INTERIOR,
ARCHITECTURE AND HOSPITALITY
Lawler the title “Irtertor. Andvitecture. Hospralty™,

Hesmtextil drngs 1opether the spenil range of textles for
i i e comtract v, Hare, aienon designens, anchitecs
st hospitality experts will Hind & wide selection ol contract
Seatides ard coteind mrvkes
Ore s highlipht of Hikmiensil is the LIBRARY. which
showrases 2 specially cured seection of priduct from the
wecbniton which v parsculas functonsl propecie [t
Provases s Bbvary of fextile muterials for use by Isterior de
wagmer, archiveta aned howpétalsty cxparts. A! the Uparming
Hemtexts, LISKAKY 0ffers the 0pportunity 1o experience
e schected anatenals crite
The Messe Frankfurt Texpertse Network is committed
W acvebeate sumovation and dhange within the testile snd
fashane sextor 1 schvznoe the Decade o Actan fo deliver
the Suntarable Developrment Gouls by 00 Supgorted by
e Conscious Fadwon and Lifestyle Netwrk, in oxlabora-
on with the Unated Natuons Office for Partnerships, they
arive 10 cducate and mobidise the fashion sector to oction
solutions for sacial, econamic. and environmental change.
Thei s aivm e i integgrating the Sustainabie Develop-
ment Gouls inbo shout 60 Weading intermational hestile trade
fairs aRracang more tun 25,000 companses and over haif 3
million Uade visitors annaally. @

PRE EVENT
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FEATURE GLASS BUILDINGS
FEATURE GLASS BULDINGS
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A GLASS APART

GLASS BUILDINGS ARE BECOMING POPULAR IN
CONSTRUCTION DUE TO THEIR ABILITY TO BE
TRANSPARENT, RECYCLABLE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT
BY BINDU GOPAL RAO

ncoenpaned with other bullding comtruction vosts must not get out of hand. Large
Franeriabs, ghem chearly stands oul as expanses of gl lagades provide
an ecoririendly altersarive and this is
protisbly wiry the material bs finding
Ervour with anckitacts snd interior alilos

T possbillse

NOVEL NUANCES of enay
The e of glam in buildings wotten dictated by the nat be a cobncdence that glass tvmes with clas. Al glas
type of cimate ssound the bullding. In wammer climatic  facades are synonymous with a clean, chic lock, laving
omditions, high-periarmance glazing s beed which kevps  viewens with 3 forling of sevisg somethang that isa cut

the temperature cool asd helps minimise the use of air above the et

conditining During wirters, autnd glasses are handy

= they retain the heat inside the bullding, thes prtccting,— STAY SAFE

against chilly weather. Tn the past fow decades. theuseol  Formotivational reasons. most office compleses are
s b bulutiongs b remnarkably Bcressed. As a resall,  lncreaskigly g for overstasy glass
servoral transparen buildings have ben constractod. in - glacses, whick provide a caar cotside
which the materials have aimost diappesred. A Kamlesh  edjs of the windows. ¥ futansly croates 3 connecton
Keplasi, Dirncior and Principal Aschitect, Purple Lot bebwenm the medenbidocoapants and the outaids

Diesign Studios Pt Lt¢, savs. “Desplehigh stindards,  envirorenant, Husain johar, Founder and Creatve Head,

we lten

ww evem from the
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FEATURE GLASS BULDINGS

Makemrrhouse.com, say, “Sefety messans ane becoming
very much pon oegotiable kor everyone, snd this is whers
Lamunated glasses play in mportant role. If theve is any
breakage, the glass remaing within the window frame and
dees net pill duwn on the 0sd. These glass fypes play
i 1ol i reducing nodse Polaition oo, 34 any sounds
coming from incide the building remuin there. More than
95 por cent of UV rays are biocked when this glass type

s used.” When carrying eut deaning of sach buildngs
one should slways ase wdt and non-sheasive cleaning
oth and sn suthestic gless deaning liquid. Make sure o
intornal and extemal joints ane well saled. Diuble-check
the measirments of such glass by proper ftmg,

SELECTION CUES

Considering the prevalence of the material, it bs imperative
t underctand ite propertes and be aware of yailable
Options. “Look for the material’s Solar Hest Gain
Coefficiont (SHCC) which reflects the smourt of drect
Deat that is Jet 1. The bower the value, the knwer the dinet
heat gain. Although solas cwntrol glass ks move exper
than dear glaws, semsible architectiure with adequate
shading of ghess b 4 comt-efiextive albernaive o prevend
diroct hest gam ™ ways Knplast Another factor to kaok
Hor whike selexting gliss § its U-Value, which reflecs it
insudating propesty. The lower the U-valee, the beties the
imnulation. Having said that. the Usvalue of glaw feven

.

dundsle glams) in rvach highwer dhan the U-vahae of amy other -

wall rnatvrial as the former s 3 pooe insalaine *A good
hans butlding shvouddd be conteatuaally relevant, climascally

ARCHITECT one INTERIOKS INDW, | JANUARY 2023 | s e Sn Ormrorsndia com
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p d Sehertve p "
cruclal and ot glas is already in steady s i medem
bullcings, which can alter its bevels of tranducency 4
allow suffickent daylight at different sieves of day oe
prevent eays fram pendrating the aurface 1o minimie
overhoating. This type of glaw ako allows for groater
privacy, making it ideal for hoalthcase and hospitality
archiecture.” says MK Leung. Director of Sustainabdicy.
Ronald Lu & Partners, snd Chief Behaviowrist for Behave

TREND CHECK
With more innevations and the novelty of glass being see
of the only facade Bresh gradually weariag off and with
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the way sechitecture in India I moving lonward, there i

o P found reslisation thet bulldings that an: rade for
India mmust be sn amal the best

that sextuxdogy has 1o offer, whike 3t the same time stayng

oy .
uniquety knewn for. Amit Khanad, Design Frinapal, Amst
Kdunns Design Asocistes, says, “Usage of integrated
Fhoto-voltai paseis has presented new possibilites to
hamese solar energy bo tall buildings. Thia provides
trtrace spave fos other Mtivities and inherent shade
nslichiang facadde. Cilass hus rrade ity way o phote-voliaie
techpology, integrated digital wses B hertace ayaloma,
stractural glass for walls and fioon and soan.” Anand
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Sharma, Founder & Partner, Design Forum International,
adds, “The trend we are soving now is glass being used
for its intended purpose, especially on facades, combined
with innovative materials Bke slim tiles and wooden
eaterior cadding. Effectively, the newer facades boing
seen cutrently are more responaive 1o clisnate and context
alike. We have usually withessed glass being considerod
only with respect 10 how it will look from the outside. It is
high time that while designing buildings, we also keep in
mind what views we provide from the inside. Thus, both
the design and the glass manufacturing fratermitios must
take note to think about the quality of visions we design
from the indoors, while up until now, the embeilishoments
on windows and facades have taken procedence over
everything else.”

SMART TAKE

Differont types of glass are employed for vanous
purposes that inclode ceramic glass on facades, lacquered
glass for interior purposes, coloured glasses as partitions,
and laminated glasses for floorings. “Glass is also

getting smarter because incorporating glass in building
networks allows for interactive facades that produce both
Indoor and outdoor effects. When connected to control
technology systems, glass becomes the “media and controd
center” that can regulate a variety of functions in the
building Concepts like lift and slide systemns and slim
windows are becoming an increasing trend m today’s
homes in terms of glazing systems. Today, architectural
trends have boen moving more towards low-reflective and
highly transparent, neutral-Jooking glasses. The trends
noticed are the abulity to convert flat glass to shapes

that atlow free-form dynamic surfaces with geometrc
complexity and the possibility of integrating other
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clements like metal sereens, LEDs, or Photovoltaios into
a conventional flat glass. Methodologies such as unitised
glaring have facilitated the casy execution of glass
ehements,” says Sumit Dhawan, the Principal Architect of
Cityspace’ 12

FUTURE PERFECT

Rapid development in glazing technology and its
incorporation into structural glazing svatems have resulted
in huge steps forward in terms of the construction of
ghass buildings. It is not just that glass has a leading role
to play in sesthetics, but it is also vital to a building’s
enerRy performance and user comfort. “Advanced glass
technology has allowed architects to specify a range of
high-performance products that enhance the bullding
envelope, from triple-siiver Low-¢ coatings that can be
incorporated into triple-glazed insulating glass units
(IGUs) that improve enwrgy efficiency to interlayers that
offer structural integrity, sound insulation, and security
properties. As emerging technology continues to develop,
this material might offer intriguing possibilities of
funcuionalities and usage,” adds Dhawan. A sensible and
well thought ot selection of glass for our buildings will
not ondy keep us comfortable indoors, but also benefit the
environument by reducing the need for sir-conditioning,
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